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Unsaturated zone means the zone be-
tween the land surface and the water 
table. Generally, water in this zone is 
under less than atmospheric pressure, 
and some of the voids may contain air 
or other gases at atmospheric pressure. 
Beneath flooded areas or in perched 
water bodies, the water pressure lo-
cally may be greater than atmospheric. 

Waste form means the radioactive 
waste materials and any encapsulating 
or stabilizing matrix. 

Waste package means the waste form 
and any containers, shielding, packing, 
and other sorbent materials imme-
diately surrounding an individual 
waste container. 

Water table means that surface in a 
body of ground water at which the 
water pressure is atmospheric. 

[49 FR 47752, Dec. 6, 1984, as amended at 66 
FR 57334, Nov. 14, 2001]

Subpart B—Implementation 
Guidelines

§ 960.3 Implementation guidelines. 
The guidelines of this subpart estab-

lish the procedure and basis for apply-
ing the postclosure and the preclosure 
guidelines of subparts C and D, respec-
tively, to evaluations of the suitability 
of sites. As may be appropriate during 
the siting process, this procedure re-
quires consideration of a variety of 
geohydrologic settings and rock types, 
regionality, and environmental im-
pacts and consultation with affected 
States, affected Indian tribes, and Fed-
eral agencies. 

[49 FR 47752, Dec. 6, 1984, as amended at 66 
FR 57334, Nov. 14, 2001]

§ 960.3–1 Siting provisions. 
The siting provisions establish the 

framework for the implementation of 
the siting process specified in § 960.3–2. 
Sections 960.3–1–1 and 960.3–1–2 require 
that consideration be given to sites sit-
uated in different geohydrologic set-
tings and different types of host rock, 
respectively. These diversity guidelines 
are intended to balance the process of 
site selection by requiring consider-
ation of a variety of geologic condi-
tions and media, and thereby enhance 
confidence in the technical suitability 
of sites selected for the development of 

repositories. As required by the Act, 
§ 960.3–1–3 specifies consideration of a 
regional distribution of repositories 
after recommendation of a site for de-
velopment of the first repository. Sec-
tion 960.3–1–4 describes the evidence 
that is required to support siting deci-
sions. Section 960.3–1–5 establishes the 
basis for site evaluations against the 
postclosure and the preclosure guide-
lines of subparts C and D during the 
various phases of the siting process.

§ 960.3–1–1 Diversity of geohydrologic 
settings. 

Consideration shall be given to a va-
riety of geohydrologic settings in 
which sites for the development of re-
positories may be located. To the ex-
tent practicable, sites recommended as 
candidate sites for characterization 
shall be located in different 
geohydrologic settings.

§ 960.3–1–2 Diversity of rock types. 
Consideration shall be given to a va-

riety of geologic media in which sites 
for the development of repositories 
may be located. To the extent prac-
ticable, and with due consideration of 
candidate sites characterized pre-
viously or approved for such character-
ization if the circumstances apply, 
sites recommended as candidate sites 
for characterization shall have dif-
ferent types of host rock.

§ 960.3–1–3 Regionality. 
In making site recommendations for 

repository development after the site 
for the first repository has been rec-
ommended, the Secretary shall give 
due consideration to the need for, and 
the advantages of, a regional distribu-
tion in the siting of subsequent reposi-
tories. Such consideration shall take 
into account the proximity of sites to 
locations at which waste is generated 
or temporarily stored and at which 
other repositories have been or are 
being developed.

§ 960.3–1–4 Evidence for siting deci-
sions. 

The siting process involves a se-
quence of four decisions: The identi-
fication of potentially acceptable sites; 
the nomination of sites as suitable for 
characterization; the recommendation 
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